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A May 1956

MEMORANDTM FOR GEVERAL BULL
SEBIECTs Bovietl Adrcraft Production Estinmstes

1. As you remember, the Oymington Cammittee requested thatl by the
Mafmmmmiwﬁﬁw{imsmmmaﬂmm
duotion totals for DEAR, FARMER and FLASFLIGHT aircraft, In additiom,
sincs the DCI's testivony wae glven, nov evidence has sugrested that
BISON production estimates ghould te revised, I therefore regquested that
ORR and AFOIN provide me with up-to-date production esiimates for these
four aircraft in the light of all naw evidence, particularly that acw
quired from the practiss fly-by's in Yoseow during Aprfl, ORR estinates
were rade gvailable on 12 May, AFOIN estimates on 24 May.

2, tom, ovenlative to 1 April 19561
— B
FLASHLIGHT ‘ 440 637

These aireraft are being produced at former FREPCO plants, The differw
ences in the estimates stes prirarily from the fact that AFOIN 1s carry-
ing don forvard at roughly the same rate as FREFCC, vhereas TBR,
noting that FPARMER and FLASHL.ICHT nre heavier and more cam;mx than
FRESCO, has reduced tbe rats,

3% smepdatiopt Tichter production does not appesr to Le an

imsus of pr:l importance to the Symington Committes, PMurthermore, even

‘the ORR ﬁgzms :'ewh in a total production sufficient to aceount fer the

{panits figare subniited by AFOIN for NIE 1lai~56 (800 all-weather fighiers,
inoluding FARMER, FLASHLIGHT and FRESCO "D, as of mid-1956). ‘herefore

I rescormend m‘b we not attept Yo rwmaﬂa the @ifferences at the rresent

time, and thet ve sulmit the following to the Symington Compltieen

Cumulative Froduction to 1 April 1956
PARMER « in the range of 450:%0 750
FLASHLIGHT ~ 41n tho range of 450 to 650
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: Both OFR and AFOIN hove re-svaluated

: { heavy bomber production in the lizht of data

: i‘rm the ”!ay Tay pmﬁtim fly-byle, vith OFR making drastic
changes in production estimetes and AFOIN making relatively minor adjuste

sents, For comperative purposes, the former and reviged estimates of

erlative production are shown belows

Pormer Egtimate H&w Eatimata Yow Estim.?
A - 3 . 4

(m}
BISON 100t 100* a2 100 R am
BEAR 73 110 133 704 28 3 106

eﬁ On 23 April the Sypington Commpities vms told by the
Bci’ét&t apprax, 100 BISGN had been produced through 1 Apeil
1956,

2, Ineludes 3 prototype aircraft bullt before initiation
of szeriss productiom,

3. TIncludes ot lanst 7 experimental or limited series
produced alreraft built before initistion of full-scale pro-
duetion,

The differences Letwvosn the current ORF and AFOIN estimetes sten from
maxy factors, but prirarily from AFOIN's practise of relating hard
evidence to production capabilities and estimated r1lltary requirements.
¥y mmmary of these diffevences, based on discussions with AFOIN, OFR,
and 0CX, 1s available in the Teading Room, In genersl, it appears to re
that the OFR figures sdhere closely to vhat the hard avidence will support,
AFDINt'g higher estimste adjusts the bard evidence to estimated production
capabilitios and estimated nmilitary requirements, Vhile the ORR estirate
seans to reflect the available bite and pleces of evidence, APOIH
argues that of these bits and pleces could e misleading and
ghould neither be token at face value nor be given as ruch weight as OFR
gives them,

3. Raspomendationy The differences in these estimatas are critical,
both for purposes o rapartim to the Symington Committee and for the
preparation of HIE 11-4-56, I do not belleve we cen give the Symington
Committse a set of figures ranging between the (FR and AFOIN ostimstes,

“TOPStontT

Approved For Release 2001/08/25 : CIA-RDP80M01389R000400110003-0




Approved For Release 200

80MO01389R000400110003-0

without et leagt indleating which 1s the move 1lkely order of megnitude,
since the Coxmittes hes already been given an ostensibly firm figure on
the BINOE and since the two figures arve so far apari In each cass, Tor
HIE 1lwi~56, the AFOIN production flgures will support AFOIR's in-unite
estimate of S0 BIBON and 80 BREAR as of nidu19%6, The OFR production
figures, which are in line with unit training evidence, will nat, There-
fore ] recormand that the Symington Commdttee be Informed that new
evidence on both the RISON and PEBAR 1s nol et fully analyszed, and that
woblems of analysis preclude our sulmitiing additienal figures on heavy
beeber production until completion of MIE 11-4~56 in late June ar July.

25X1A9%9a
25X1A%9a
Coples to1 _
File
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